Arizona Water Festival

2014-2015 Impact Report

It takes a community...

...to ignite EAGERNESS for
extra learning

The 2015 Sahuarita-GV Water Festival!
The second annual Sahuarita
Water Festival program could
not have happened without
the support of the FreeportMcMoRan Foundation.
Pima Association of
Governments funding helped
us to staff the festival. Please
join us in thanking our Water
Festival sponsors!

444 students
18 teachers
45 parents
...to generate PASSION for
science and engineering

23 volunteers

Thanks to your hard work and community spirit, the
Arizona Project WET Water Festival program reached
8,340 students, 597 parents and 320 teachers in the
2014-2015 school year!

...to inspire CARE for our
precious resources
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“Every fourth grader in Arizona should get a chance to be part
of this program. All of the activities quickly bring key concepts
to them in a way that is easily understood and can be built
upon.”
-4th Grade Teacher

Arizona Water Festivals invest in the STEM literacy of Arizona’s future leaders.
Student learning begins with our
teachers. Teachers attend the Arizona
Water Festival Teacher Workshop to
learn how to infuse 21st century learning
& STEM literacy into their classroom
instruction. They implement the
engaging Arizona Water Festival Unit
before and after the Water Festival
Education Event to extend student
learning.
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Strongly
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Teacher Survey Statements

Arizona Water Festival teachers
administer pre- and post-festival
questionnaires to assess students’
understanding of water in the earth
system. Sahuarita fourth graders
increased their knowledge of water
across all categories. Those include a
32% gain in their understanding of
watersheds and a 33% gain in their
understanding of groundwater.

The workshop activities were relevant and improved my
knowledge.

96%

The resource materials provided will be helpful for
teaching about water and the environment.

99%

The information, strategies, and instructional methods
presented during the workshop were helpful.

94%

This workshop was excellent – one of the best I have ever
attended.

90%

Learn how to
collaborate and
communicate in a 21st
century world.

Use the inquiry
process to think
creatively and
critically.

Understand and care
about region’s critical
water resource issues.

Student Questionnaire Results:
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Pre-& Post-Water Festival Unit

Be able to be apply
science and
mathematics to help
create solutions to
improve our world.
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Thank you volunteers, collaborators, and sponsors!
annual AWF program was honored as an
This
official State Event through a Legislative
Proclamation signed by Andy M. Tobin, the Speaker
of the House of Representatives, and Rosanna
Gabaldon, one of our State Representatives.
2nd

The Water Festival Event Day on February 6, 2015 could not have happened
without volunteers from the community. Special thanks to Jessica Knowlton
(Freeport-McMoRan Green Valley Operations), Sheila Brown (Town of
Sahuarita Utilities), and Arturo Gabaldon (Community Water Company) for
helping to recruit volunteers. Also among the hard working volunteers were
professionals from KE&G Construction, Inc. and Pima County Wastewater.

“This was an excellent
workshop. I really enjoyed it and
feel that I have learned a lot.
The activities were planned in
such a way that somewhat
abstract concepts became more
clear.”
-4th Grade Teacher
“The water festival lets students
learn by engaging their senses to
fully understand water....[It] lets
them interact with people who
work with water in their
community giving them even
more context and appreciation of
the vital significance of water in
our state....”
-2014 Volunteer

